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The Minister must decide on the approach to be used for assessment within 20 b.d. of receiving the referral. The Minister must then give notice to the proponent within 10 b.d. of making the decision. 

Assessment by
public inquiry

The minister 
appoints 
commissioners and 
sets terms of 
reference.

OR

Commission 
conducts inquiry 
and provides an 
inquiry report to the 
minister.

The Minister makes a decision to either approve, approve with conditions, or not approve the proposed action. 

Assessment by 
public inquiry: 
within 40 b.d. of 
receiving an 
inquiry report.

Assessment by EIS / 
PER under the EPBC 
Act: within 40 business 
days of receiving the 
finalised EIS. 

Bilateral assessment by
IAR / EIS: within 30 business days of 
receiving an assessment report.

Assessment on preliminary documentation: 
within 40 b.d. of receiving the finalised 
documentation.

Assessment on referral 
information: 
within 20 b.d. of receiving 
a finalised 
recommendation report.

Minister may ‘stop the clock’ during this time and request further information. 
!

The department prepares recommendation or assessment report and provides it to the minister.

Proponent’s documentation is revised 
taking into account public comments 
and published. 

EIS / PER finalised 
taking into account
public comments. 

IAR / EIS  finalised taking into 
account public comments.

The Coordinator-General accepts 
finalised IAR / EIS  and publishes 
the report.

Public comment period for preliminary 
documentation.

20 b.d. minimum public
comment period for draft
EIS / PER.

Public comment on draft IAR / EIS.
Coordinator-General may request 
additional information.

Preparation of draft EIS /
PER.

Publication of draft IAR / EIS.Within 10 b.d. of 
receiving further 
information, Minister 
must direct proponent 
to publish referral and 
additional information 
for public comment.

Minister may invite
comment on specialised
terms of reference for
project.

Preparation of draft IAR / EIS.

Draft terms of reference
prepared within 20 b.d.
of assessment approach
decision.

Draft terms of reference prepared
(for EIS only)

Within 10 b.d. of 
notice of 
assessment 
decision, the 
Minister can ‘stop 
the clock’ and 
request further 
informationfrom
proponent.

!The minister can 
proponent to 
publish referral 
information for 
public.

Within 30 business days of 
assessment approach 
decision, Department 
must: 
• Prepare a draft 

recommendation report
• Publish the 

recommendation report 
for 10 b.d. public 
comment period

• Finalise report and 
provide to Minister

EPBC Act assessment by 
EIS or Public Environment 

Report (PER) 
Queensland legislation may 
require additional assessment 

Bilateral assessment 
by IAR or EIS

Assessment by the Qld Coordinator-
General under the State Development and 
Public Works Organisation Act 1971 (Qld)

Assessment on 
preliminary documentation

Assessment on 
referral information

Minister may ‘stop the clock’ and request more information to make decision
!


