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QREC marked a major milestone 
in August, celebrating our second 
anniversary with the launch of the 
Queensland Renewables Growth and 
Investment Strategy. The Strategy 
highlights Queensland’s strong project 
pipeline with over 140GW of wind, solar, 
battery and pumped hydro, and calls 
for reforms that strengthen community 
engagement and provide the policy 
certainty needed to attract capital and 
deliver projects across the full life cycle.

Queensland, like much of the world, 
must retire ageing coal assets and 
rapidly build new clean energy 
infrastructure. With government-owned 
energy assets and strong planning, 
Queensland has the opportunity 
to manage one of the smoothest 
transitions globally. With the state’s 
population on track to hit six million 
by 2028 and industries demanding 
affordable, low-emissions energy, now is 
the time to ensure this pipeline becomes 
reality.

Recently, QREC hosted the Queensland 
Parliamentary Friends of Renewables 
event, which brought together more 
than 25 members of Queensland 
Parliament alongside our members 
and guests from local government, 
conservation, resources, and agriculture. 
The strong turnout reflects the broad 
support across the community for 
Queensland’s renewable energy future.

Looking ahead, industry is eagerly 
anticipating the Queensland 
Government’s Energy Roadmap, due for 
release on 10 October, with expectations 
it will outline a clear role for large-
scale renewable energy projects in 
Queensland’s energy future.  
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Release of Queensland 
Renewables Growth & 
Investment Strategy
On 25 August, QREC released the 
Queensland Renewables Growth and 
Investment Strategy — a forward-looking 
roadmap designed to help unlock the 
full potential of Queensland’s renewable 
energy economy. The Strategy sets 
out 15 practical recommendations 
designed to accelerate renewable 
energy investment, create new regional 
economic opportunities, and position 
Queensland as a national leader in 
renewable energy development and the 
transition.

This proactive piece of work was 
developed by QREC over more than 
six months, in close consultation with 
members. From generation and storage 
to finance, workforce, community 
engagement and streamlining 
regulatory frameworks, the Strategy 
outlines how to accelerate renewable 
deployment, attract private capital, 
and position Queensland as a globally 
competitive, diversified energy leader.

The Strategy’s contents and 
recommendations were shaped by 
findings from QREC’s latest Executive 
Insights Survey, which captures industry 
sentiment and evolving perspectives, 
helping to build an evidence base 
that informs its engagement with 
government and stakeholders. 

Formally launched at QREC’s 
Parliamentary Friends of Renewables 
bipartisan networking event at 
Parliament House in Brisbane, the 
Strategy was released ahead of the 
Energy Roadmap. The Strategy is 
intended to inform and complement 
that work by highlighting industry’s 
practical priorities for implementation 
and investment attraction, helping 
Queensland maintain its position 
as leading Australia’s clean energy 
transformation.  

Q2 Executive 
Insights: 
Roadmap 
must restore 
confidence
QREC’s Q2 Executive Insights survey, 
released in July, confirms that 
investor confidence in Queensland’s 
renewable energy sector remains 
under strain. Nearly 80% of 
respondents indicated that current 
policy settings do not provide the 
certainty needed for long-term 
investment.

The top five risks — policy 
instability, community acceptance, 
assessment processes, investor 
confidence, and transmission 
availability — remain unchanged. 
However, investor confidence has 
emerged as a sharper concern this 
quarter. The message from industry 
is clear: capital is ready to flow, but 
only if the forthcoming Queensland 
Energy Roadmap delivers clarity 
and coordination across critical 
areas such as firming, planning, and 
transmission.

Encouragingly, respondents 
signalled a strong appetite for 
re-engagement, particularly if 
the Roadmap takes a practical, 
consultative, and integrated 
approach. An overwhelming 
majority (83%) also highlighted the 
importance of boosting energy 
literacy and strengthening on-
the-ground engagement with 
regional communities to support the 
transition.

Following the release of the 
Queensland Energy Roadmap 
on 10 October, QREC will conduct 
another Executive Insights survey to 
capture member feedback on the 
Roadmap’s priorities.  

    

VIEW MORE

Connecting Qld’s renewables sector  
In June, more than 200 guests 
joined us at Customs House for 
QREC’s Energy Connect, connecting 
Queensland’s renewables sector in a 
lively and engaging setting. We thank 
guest speaker Tony Mahar, Australian 
Energy Infrastructure Commissioner, 
for sharing his insights on community 
engagement and collaboration.

Our next Energy Connect will be held 
on Thursday, 30 October at Customs 
House, Brisbane. We’re excited to 
welcome Ross Israel, Head of Global 
Infrastructure at QIC as guest speaker, 
sharing insights on the capital, 
partnerships and infrastructure 
needed to deliver Queensland’s clean 
energy future. 

Places are limited and strong interest 
is expected—register now to secure 
your spot for Energy Connect on 30 
October 2025.  

GET TICKETS

https://qrec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Queensland-Renewable-Energy-Developer-Investor-Toolkit_FINAL-TOOLKIT.pdf
https://qrec.org.au/blog/2025/07/23/energy-roadmap-must-deliver-confidence-not-just-direction-qrec-survey/
https://wavecrm.com.au/event/01JQ3C077EFM1P3VC2CGNBNNC6
https://wavecrm.com.au/event/01K4NXEJ2V4BHYFMT2YM02S7M3
https://qrec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/QREC-Qld-Renewables-Growth-Investment-Strategy_Aug-2025.pdf


Parliamentary Friends of 
Renewables event highlights 
cross-party support
QREC recently hosted the Parliamentary Friends of Renewables 
bipartisan networking event, co-chaired by Adam Baillie MP 
(Member for Townsville) and Lance McCallum MP (Member for 
Bundamba).

The event brought together more than 170 leaders from across 
Queensland’s renewable energy and supporting business 
sectors, including 27 Members of Parliament from all political 
parties. We were pleased to have the Treasurer, David Janetzki, 
and the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Pat Weir, in 
attendance, highlighting the strong bipartisan commitment 
to Queensland’s energy future. We were also pleased to 
welcome local government representatives, including Banana 
Shire Mayor Nev Ferrier, Gladstone Deputy Mayor Natalia 

Muszkat and Southern Downs Cr Carla Pidgeon, as well as 
valued regional partners and agricultural leaders such as 
MITEZ Inc, Toowoomba and Surat Basin Enterprise, Queensland 
Farmers’ Federation, Qld Country Women’s Association, Qld 
RRR (Rural, Regional & Remote) Women, and Coexistence 
Queensland. 

Events like this highlight QREC’s key role in connecting 
industry, government, community and investors in a shared 
commitment to growth, jobs and innovation. We extend thanks 
to our event sponsors - Squadron Energy, Cubico Sustainable 
Investments and McCullough Robertson.

We look forward to delivering our next Parliamentary Friends of 
Renewables event in early 2026.  

Community Forums continue, 
next stop Biloela, Banana Shire!
QREC is preparing for the next Queensland Community Energy Forum, taking 
place in Biloela on 24 November 2025. This event continues the successful series 
of forums delivered across 2024–25 in Miles, Nebo, Roma and Hughenden. Each 
forum has provided regional communities with insights into renewable energy 
projects while fostering a shared understanding of opportunities and how 
impacts can be managed.

Coexistence Queensland and QREC are partnering with Banana Shire Council 
to co-design the program, which will now include a broader energy focus. 
Alongside the full-day speaker sessions, day one will feature an exhibition 
space, giving developers, enabling industries, and service providers the chance 
to connect directly with the local community. 

We encourage developers and supporting services to participate in the 
exhibition component of the forum. This is a valuable opportunity to engage 
face-to-face with landholders, local businesses, government representatives, 
and community members in one of Queensland’s key regional centres. 

To express interest in exhibiting at the Biloela forum, please contact Sam 
Nasternak at snasternak@qrec.org.au  

Pictured L-R: Adam Baillie MP, Katie-
Anne Mulder and Lance McCallum MP.

Pictured: Various QREC member 
attendees with Bryson Head MP.

Pictured L-R: Katie Mulder (QREC), Marla 
Brauer (West Wind), Mick de Brenni MP, 

Nathan Blundell (Windlab).

https://qrec.org.au/blog/2025/08/26/parliamentary-friends-of-renewables-25-august-2025/
mailto:snasternak%40qrec.org.au?subject=Qld%20Community%20Energy%20Forum%20-%20Biloela


Hughenden: A community at the 
centre of the energy transition
On 30 May, Hughenden played host to the fourth Queensland 
Community Renewables Forum (QCRF), held alongside 
the town’s iconic Agricultural Show. With more than 130 
participants and the energy of show day in the air, the event 
reinforced that regional Queensland is not just part of the 
energy transition – it is helping drive it.

The Forum focused on building trust and partnerships, 
ensuring that communities like Flinders are central to 
renewable development and share in its long-term benefits.

Highlights included:

•	 Brent Finlay, landholder and renewable energy host since 
2012, sharing candid lessons and practical insights for others 
navigating change on the land.

•	 Australian Energy Infrastructure Commissioner Tony 
Mahar, offering a national perspective on renewable project 
development and emphasising the importance of supporting 
host landholders.

•	 Powerlink Queensland, providing an update on the 

CopperString 2032 project and Hughenden’s role in 
connecting North West Queensland’s resources to the rest of 
the state.

•	 Mid West Water Alliance CEO Jim Pruss, outlining the 
importance of water security to the region’s future growth.

QCRF Hughenden set a new benchmark for positive, 
community-led energy dialogue.

View event photos or watch the highlights via You Tube.  

ABC Landline highlights North 
West Queensland’s renewable 
energy opportunity
On Sunday 20 July, ABC’s Landline aired a feature segment filmed in Hughenden 
during the Queensland Community Renewables Forum. The story showcased how 
transformative projects such as CopperString 2032 and Windlab’s Kennedy Energy 
Park are shaping the future of North West Queensland.

The segment highlighted the voices of local landholders, community members and 
industry leaders, illustrating how renewable energy is driving regional economic 
development, resilience and new opportunities. It was a strong endorsement of the 
important role renewables will play in building prosperity for Queensland’s regions.

Watch now: VIDEO: Renewing Towns: Embracing a renewable future  

QREC visits 
Qube Heavy Lift
The QREC team recently had the 
opportunity to visit Qube Heavy Lift 
at the Port of Brisbane, providing 
a close-up look at the impressive 
holding yard of turbine towers 
and massive 83m blades being 
prepared for transport to Wambo 
Wind Farm. Site visits like these are 
a powerful reminder of the scale 
of Queensland’s renewable energy 
opportunity!  

https://queenslandrenewables.org.au/hughenden-forum-30-may-2025/
https://youtu.be/yqjjfVff8FY?si=0DTfpHuMscIcE6Xn
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/programs/landline/2025-07-20/renewing-towns:-embracing-a-renewable-future/105552648  
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/programs/landline/2025-07-20/renewing-towns:-embracing-a-renewable-future/105552648


Backing the Regions: QREC joins 
Royal Flying Doctors Service 
fundraiser 

  
  

CSIRO GenCost 
Report confirms 
renewables as 
lowest-cost 
new energy 
option 
In collaboration with the Australian 
Energy Market Operator (AEMO), 
CSIRO has released its GenCost 
2024–25 Final Report, the nation’s 
most comprehensive annual 
assessment of the cost of building 
and operating electricity generation 
technologies.

As with previous editions, the report 
confirms that wind and solar PV – 
even when including integration 
costs for storage, transmission 
and reliability – remain the lowest-
cost options for new electricity 
generation in Australia, now and 
into 2030. While capital costs have 
increased across most technologies 
due to global and domestic 
construction pressures, the relative 
competitiveness of renewables is 
unchanged.

Key updates in this report include:

•	 Onshore wind: Higher capital 
costs, reflecting workforce 
accommodation requirements in 
remote areas.

•	 Battery storage: A 20% cost 
reduction, making large-scale 
batteries one of the most significant 
cost movers this year.

•	 Gas technologies: Projected cost 
reductions have been delayed due 
to global supply chain constraints.

The report also updates the 
Levelised Cost of Electricity (LCOE) 
for all technologies. By 2030, 
variable renewables with firming 
are projected to remain Australia’s 
lowest-cost generation options, 
when compared with fossil fuels, 
nuclear, and emerging technologies 
such as solar thermal and carbon 
capture and storage.

QREC supports the continued use 
of GenCost as an independent 
evidence base to guide Australia’s 
energy planning and investment.      

Coexistence Queensland recently 
commissioned a report by the University 
of Queensland on Leveraging the 
lessons from the development of the 
Queensland onshore gas industry .The 
UQ report’s reflections underscore 
the critical importance of community 
engagement, transparent regulation, 
benefit-sharing, and regional planning 
in energy development. 

The gas industry found that without 
early, inclusive consultation and clear 
incentives for local participation, 
social license becomes fragile; land 
access, environmental concerns 
(particularly around water and brine), 
and overlapping land uses generate 
conflict. Lessons also highlight the value 
of coordinated infrastructure and data 
sharing among projects to reduce 

duplication and costs, as well as the 
need for robust decommissioning plans. 
These governance and stakeholder 
lessons are relevant for other large-
scale industry such as renewable energy 
projects that likewise face community, 
land use, and environmental tensions.

For the renewable industry, the report 
shows that success will depend less on 
just technical or cost competitiveness 
and more on how well projects navigate 
social, land access and political 
challenges. QREC will proactively utilise 
the “golden rules” of gas governance: 
early transparency, benefit sharing, 
coordination across projects, and 
adaptive regulation.  

Leveraging the lessons of the 
development of the Queensland 
onshore gas industry

QREC is proud to be supporting the 
Royal Flying Doctors Service (RFDS) 
Oceans to Outback fundraiser, a month-
long fitness challenge taking place this 
October. Fundraising opened in July, and 
QREC is bringing the industry together to 
make a collective impact.

Participants can walk, run or ride to 
their chosen distance goal while raising 
funds for essential RFDS services – from 
emergency aeromedical flights to infant 
care equipment and mental health 
training for regional communities.

This is more than a fitness challenge: 
it’s a way for our industry to give back 
to the regions that power Queensland’s 
renewable future.

Join the QREC team today via Royal 
Flying Doctor Service - Queensland 
Renewable Energy Council and help 
us support the RFDS in delivering 
lifesaving care across rural and remote 
Queensland.   

https://www.csiro.au/en/research/technology-space/energy/Electricity-transition/GenCost
https://www.csiro.au/en/research/technology-space/energy/Electricity-transition/GenCost
https://espace.library.uq.edu.au/data/UQ_07c3c46/Lessons_from_QLD_Onshore_Gas_Industry.pdf?dsi_version=50e1004ab16913703e5026405d1a58fd&Expires=1759176261&Key-Pair-Id=APKAJKNBJ4MJBJNC6NLQ&Signature=COAbF7Z6hghgNOe1QXAaxdOkIF9AevUXYZ4~8~Qv903ewNnKIJ2jd-EtWojj0eXaU7nRYlF~gIRTRBmtRQtDrqtydsrN2~EsGRFRWfSvOjlBMD4XYLqA8upT1BxLeOdT7hR1egh8jY-2CaLmxCEGnaQJhu6r6LGHZEyLhQ87qIAOLBNLiqMnC5~JW3FvZr7TUTKSAha1220BHyRIHzi9~DuCaL~xc48EkZOkBSJmmWBH3Trf4YbbfpW-Fd9LWGJEncgkGpQ37Vicx8P7xzIWmq6gC0HGI6CsLPKTLeM-~qU4GPjOWKCbAl2WU5nzuzO5WZ5y~ofaJppR0dfBkT7RQw__
https://espace.library.uq.edu.au/data/UQ_07c3c46/Lessons_from_QLD_Onshore_Gas_Industry.pdf?dsi_version=50e1004ab16913703e5026405d1a58fd&Expires=1759176261&Key-Pair-Id=APKAJKNBJ4MJBJNC6NLQ&Signature=COAbF7Z6hghgNOe1QXAaxdOkIF9AevUXYZ4~8~Qv903ewNnKIJ2jd-EtWojj0eXaU7nRYlF~gIRTRBmtRQtDrqtydsrN2~EsGRFRWfSvOjlBMD4XYLqA8upT1BxLeOdT7hR1egh8jY-2CaLmxCEGnaQJhu6r6LGHZEyLhQ87qIAOLBNLiqMnC5~JW3FvZr7TUTKSAha1220BHyRIHzi9~DuCaL~xc48EkZOkBSJmmWBH3Trf4YbbfpW-Fd9LWGJEncgkGpQ37Vicx8P7xzIWmq6gC0HGI6CsLPKTLeM-~qU4GPjOWKCbAl2WU5nzuzO5WZ5y~ofaJppR0dfBkT7RQw__
https://espace.library.uq.edu.au/data/UQ_07c3c46/Lessons_from_QLD_Onshore_Gas_Industry.pdf?dsi_version=50e1004ab16913703e5026405d1a58fd&Expires=1759176261&Key-Pair-Id=APKAJKNBJ4MJBJNC6NLQ&Signature=COAbF7Z6hghgNOe1QXAaxdOkIF9AevUXYZ4~8~Qv903ewNnKIJ2jd-EtWojj0eXaU7nRYlF~gIRTRBmtRQtDrqtydsrN2~EsGRFRWfSvOjlBMD4XYLqA8upT1BxLeOdT7hR1egh8jY-2CaLmxCEGnaQJhu6r6LGHZEyLhQ87qIAOLBNLiqMnC5~JW3FvZr7TUTKSAha1220BHyRIHzi9~DuCaL~xc48EkZOkBSJmmWBH3Trf4YbbfpW-Fd9LWGJEncgkGpQ37Vicx8P7xzIWmq6gC0HGI6CsLPKTLeM-~qU4GPjOWKCbAl2WU5nzuzO5WZ5y~ofaJppR0dfBkT7RQw__
https://www.oceanstooutback.org.au/fundraisers/queenslandrenewableenergycouncil
https://www.oceanstooutback.org.au/fundraisers/queenslandrenewableenergycouncil
https://www.oceanstooutback.org.au/fundraisers/queenslandrenewableenergycouncil
https://www.oceanstooutback.org.au/fundraisers/queenslandrenewableenergycouncil


Policy Update

Planning Act now in force

The Planning (Social Impact and 
Community Benefit) and Other 
Legislation Amendment Act 2025 is 
now in effect, following its passage 
through Parliament earlier this year. 
The Act introduces significant changes 
to how renewable energy projects 
are assessed, requiring proponents of 
large-scale solar and wind farms to 
prepare a Social Impact Assessment 
(SIA) and enter into a Community 
Benefit Agreement (CBA) before lodging 
a development application. These 
changes reflect the government’s 
commitment to “ensuring renewable 
projects are delivered in a way that 
better balances industry, community, 
and regional development needs”. 

In response, some local governments 
have already begun adopting their 
own policies to guide CBA negotiations. 
Both Western Downs Regional Council 
and Isaac Regional Council have 
implemented new frameworks that 
establish consistent rules for how 
CBAs are developed and delivered. 
Their adoption means there is now 
some comparable Queensland local 
government reference material 
available publicly.

The Department of State Development, 
Infrastructure and Planning has 
indicated that further regulatory reform 
for Battery Energy Storage Systems 
(BESS) is under consideration. QREC is 
continuing to support the development 
of a clear and practical framework and 
has highlighted the benefits of a Code 
assessment pathway for BESS.  

Australian Productivity Commission 
interim report 

On 3 August 2025, the Australian 
Productivity Commission released its 
interim report, Investing in Cheaper, 
Cleaner Energy and the Net Zero 
Transformation. The report sets out draft 
recommendations designed to lower 
the cost of reducing emissions, fast-
track energy infrastructure approvals, 
and unlock private investment in 
climate adaptation. It centres on three 
areas of reform: reducing the cost of 
meeting emissions targets, accelerating 
approvals for new energy infrastructure, 
and addressing barriers to private 
investment in climate resilience.

The report proposes several notable 
reforms, including expanding the 
Safeguard Mechanism to cover more 
industrial facilities, introducing incentives 
for lower-emission heavy vehicles, and 
establishing long-term, broad-based 
market signals to drive down emissions 
in the electricity sector after 2030. 

Of particular importance to renewable 
energy developers are a suite of 
draft recommendations to improve 
planning and regulatory efficiency. 
These include the introduction of 
national environmental standards, 
more efficient offsetting mechanisms, 
and stricter statutory deadlines for 
project assessments in designated 
“go zones.” The Commission has 
also recommended the role of an 
independent Clean Energy Coordinator-
General to track approvals and resolve 
delays.

QREC lodged a submission to the 
Commission in response to the interim 
report reinforcing Queensland’s 
leadership role in the energy transition, 
while calling for reforms to align federal 
and state policies, streamline approvals, 
and improve coordination across 
jurisdictions.  

Queensland Productivity 
Commission – Construction 
productivity 

On 31 July 2025, the Queensland 
Productivity Commission (QPC) released 
its Interim Report on Construction 
Productivity, examining challenges and 
opportunities to improve the efficiency 
of one of the state’s most important 
sectors. The report acknowledges the 
growing role of renewable energy in 
driving construction activity, particularly 
in regional Queensland, and highlights a 
range of reforms to address bottlenecks 
that affect both traditional and 
emerging industries.

The QPC recognised several concerns 
raised by QREC during its initial 
consultation and adopted stakeholder 
suggestions to streamline approval 
processes while maintaining strong 
environmental protections. 

QREC has consistently cautioned 
against the blanket application of Best 
Practice Industrial Conditions (BPICs) to 
renewable energy projects, noting they 
were originally designed for large-scale 

public infrastructure. QREC strongly 
supports the QPC’s recommendation 
to remove BPICs, recognising this 
as a necessary step to maintain 
Queensland’s competitiveness and 
meet its clean energy targets.

In addition, QREC has emphasised the 
broader structural reforms needed 
to lift productivity, including tackling 
workforce and skills shortages, ensuring 
procurement frameworks are regionally 
tailored rather than one-size-fits-all, and 
embedding meaningful First Nations 
participation in the transition. The Interim 
Report’s recommendations on licensing 
reform, training, and apprenticeships 
align with QREC’s calls for more flexible, 
industry-specific approaches to ensure 
renewable projects can access the 
skilled workforce they require.   

Progress on Federal Environmental 
Reforms 

The Federal Government is advancing 
reforms to the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (EPBC Act) as part of its broader 
environmental regulation reform 
agenda. These reforms are intended to 
strengthen environmental protections 
while ensuring more efficient and certain 
assessment and approvals processes – 
an essential balance for the renewable 
energy transition.

Key elements under discussion include:

•	 Establishment of National 
Environmental Standards (NES) to bring 
greater consistency and transparency.

•	 A new national Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) with compliance 
and assessment roles.

•	 Regional planning to provide clearer 
guidance on where projects can and 
should not proceed, helping reduce 
duplication with state approval 
processes.

•	 Improvements to the offsets 
framework, including the potential for a 
national offsets fund.

•	 Stronger penalties for environmental 
breaches and greater involvement of 
First Nations peoples in decision-making.

The Hon Murray Watt, Minister for the 
Environment and Water Minister Watt has 
emphasised the importance of reducing 



duplication between state and federal 
approval systems. 

For the renewable energy sector, some 
of the most critical opportunities lie 
in regional planning and streamlined 
approvals, both of which are critical to 
delivering projects at the pace required 
for the energy transition.

QREC has been actively participating 
in both cross-sectoral dialogues and 
renewable-specific forums to ensure that 
a Queensland perspective is represented. 

The introduction of legislative 
amendments is likely before the end of 
November 2025. Detailed discussions on 
accompanying instruments such as NES 
and offsetting frameworks are expected 
to continue into the first half of 2026.  

Qld’s Bioregional Planning Pilots

QREC has been part of the early stages 
of the consultation work the Queensland 
Government has been undertaking 
through the Department of Environment, 
Tourism, Science and Innovation 
(DETSI), on its pilot bioregional plans as 
part of a national initiative to improve 
environmental planning, and support 
more efficient and consistent state and 
federal assessment processes under the 
EPBC Act.

These pilots were first announced more 
than 18 months ago and are now being 
progressed in three regions one of which 
has a specific renewables focus.

The pilots aim to provide clearer 
guidance for industry, communities, 
and governments on how to avoid 
and manage cumulative impacts at 
a landscape scale while identifying 
opportunities for environmental 
protection and restoration. The focus is 
improving information and setting clearer 
expectations through up-front guidance 
on siting and mitigation. 

The first phase of consultation, running 
from June to August 2025, has focused 
on sharing information and gathering 
values—environmental, social, cultural, 
and economic—across the pilot areas.

Government workshops held in Mackay 
and online included representatives from 
QREC and its member companies.

Key points emphasised by QREC included:

•	 The importance of coexistence with 
agriculture and regional communities;

•	 Coordinated renewable energy 
development and transmission planning;

•	 Opportunities for heavy industry 
decarbonisation and large-scale PPAs;

•	 Recognition of workforce transition and 
housing challenges in regional areas; 
and

•	 The need for transparent mapping 
of cumulative impacts, including other 
projects, offsets, and agricultural uses.

The consultation process will continue 
into 2026 and will include public 
consultation on draft pilot plans early in 
2026 with the aim of finalising the plans 
for consideration under the EPBC Act by 
mid 2026.

QREC‘s priority is to ensure that the plans 
provide clear, practical guidance for 
renewable energy investment while 
supporting positive environmental 
outcomes and regional development.  

Changes for the High Load 
Transportation Industry 

From 7 October 2025, new rules will 
apply to the way high loads are 
transported across Queensland’s energy 
network areas. The changes, introduced 
by Energex and Ergon Energy Network, 
are particularly relevant for wind farm 
projects where very large turbine 
components such as blades, towers, 
and nacelles need to be delivered 
safely to site. The aim is to improve 
safety and streamline approvals, but the 
updates may also affect route selection, 
construction timelines, and logistics 
planning.

Key changes include a single application 
process covering both Energex and 
Ergon areas, stricter requirements for 
scoping and escorting loads over 5.5 
metres, and clearer rules for maintaining 
exclusion zones around powerlines and 
other infrastructure. A new centralised 
High Loads team will manage all 
applications, while any upgrades to 
network infrastructure to accommodate 
oversized loads will require early 
engagement due to expected long lead 
times.

For Queensland’s growing renewable 

energy sector, these updates are an 
important step in balancing safety, 
efficiency, and project delivery. 
Developers, transport operators, 
and communities can expect better 
coordination of freight movements, 
while ensuring the state’s energy 
network is protected as Queensland 
builds the infrastructure needed to 
power a cleaner energy future.  

Policy Update (continued)

https://qrec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/BESS-Factsheet-Nov-2024.pdf

