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As QREC approaches its third year of
operation, our work remains centred on
supporting the development of utility-
scale renewable energy, fostering strong
relationships with host communities, and
ensuring the sector contributes to long-
term regional prosperity and economic
opportunity for Queensland.

In February, the QREC Board met to
consider governance and strategic
priorities ahead of our upcoming Strategy
Day, where we will set the organisation’s
medium- and long-term  direction
and refine QREC's role in Queensland's
evolving energy landscape.

The fundamentals for renewable energy
development in Queensland remain
strong. Renewables are essential to the
Government's Energy Roadmap released
in October last year. In his National
Press Club speech last month, Premier
David Crisafulli reaffirmed the role of
renewables as a “golden opportunity”
for the State's economy and emissions
targets.

A key focus for QREC in recent months
has been strengthening engagement
in regional Queensland. We have spent
time in Central Queensland — a region
that will play a critical role in the next
phase of renewable development
— meeting with local governments,
regional organisations and community
stakeholders. After the Queensland

embers with Queensland Treasurgr

s future

Energy Community Forum in Biloela late
last year, we will be in Proserpine for the
next Renewable Community Forum on
20 March.

These discussions consistently highlight
both the opportunities and complexities
involved in delivering large-scale energy
projects. For many regional communities
facing structural economic change,
renewable energy presents an important
opportunity to support new investment,
regional jobs and long-term economic
diversification while co-existing with
traditional industries and land uses.

The Queensland Government's planning
reforms have recognised the community
benefits renewable energy projects can
deliver, and puts the onus on proponents
to reach an agreement with local council
on those benefits before advancing
those projects.

Looking ahead, QREC will continue
to  prioritise  coordinated  regional
engagement,  collaboration  across

industry and government, and practical
pathways to deliver the infrastructure
and investment needed to support
Queensland’s growing energy needs
and economic future. |

Katie-Anne Mulder
Chief Executive Officer
QREC
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Energy Connect highlights growing impact
of Queensland’s renewable sector

More than 300 industry leaders gathered at the December
Energy Connect event hosted by QREC at the Brisbane
Convention & Exhibition Centre, where Queensland Treasurer
David Janetzki addressed the state’'s renewable energy priorities.

The event also marked the release of QREC's 2024-25
Renewable Industry Economic and Social Contribution
Survey, which found that eight renewable energy companies

Energy Connect returns on 24 March in Brisbane at The Grove
Rooftop with a panel discussion, “From Investment to Impact.”
The event will bring together industry and regional leaders —
including representatives from Cubico Sustainable Investments,
Qube Holdings and Western Downs Regional Council — to
explore how renewable energy investment is translating
into regional development and economic outcomes across
Queensland.

contributed around $1 billion to Queensland’s economy last
financial year. The report highlights the sector's growing role
in supporting jobs, local supply chains, Indigenous businesses
and regional communities, with more than 3200 jobs
supported and hundreds of Queensland suppliers engaged.

Click here to book for Energy Connect on 24 March.

View_ the Queensland-wide Economic & Social Contribution
Snapshot here

View the Full Report |

| (& QREC

Driving
Queensland'’s
energy future
together.

Pictured: Joseph O'Brien (VisIR), Anthony
Russo (Aula Energy), Katie Mulder (QREC),
Pat Brady (Energy QId), Rachael Cronin

Pictured: The Hon. David Janetzki MP,
keynote speaker, QREC Energy Connect

Pictured: Industry attendees gather at
QREC Energy Connect, December 2025

Understanding community responses to
renewable energy development

QREC recently hosted a members’ forum in Brisbane focused on one of the most pressing issues facing renewable energy
development in regional Queensland: understanding and responding to community sentiment. Hosted for QREC members, the
discussion brought together around 60 representatives from across the sector, including developers, investors, contractors, advisers
and government stakeholders. The session provided an opportunity to step back from day-to-day project delivery and explore
the behavioural, social and psychological factors shaping community responses to renewable energy projects. Importantly, the
discussion also drew upon lessons from Queensland’s coal seam gas industry, with participants reflecting on the sector’s early
experiences with rapid development in regional communities. QREC extends its thanks to those from the industry who took the time
to share candid reflections on what worked well, what did not, and what the renewable energy sector can do differently.

Behavioural science insights highlighted that cormmunity resistance is rarely driven by a simple lack of information. Instead, attitudes
are often influenced by group identity, perceived loss of control, local history and broader social dynamics. The forum challenged
the assumption that providing more facts alone will resolve concern, encouraging a more nuanced understanding of the “driving”
and “restraining” forces within communities and the importance of tailoring engagement approaches to different local contexts.

Practical experience from across regional Queensland reinforced that conflict can escalate when early uncertainty is not carefully
managed. Participants explored common pathways from initial concern to organised opposition, alongside strategies for de-
escalation and constructive engagement. Visible presence, clear boundaries, thoughtful framing and enabling stakeholders to feel
heard were identified as important elements in maintaining trust.

A consistent theme throughout the session was that social licence is not secured through a single engagement activity, but through
sustained, coordinated and credible behaviour over time. QREC continues to work with its members in this space, ensuring industry
leading practice and shared learning. |



https://qrec.wavecrm.com.au/event/01KJC5Y6KQMHB87C1XGPY40RCZ
https://qrec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/QREC-Contribution-Overview-2025-WEB.pdf
https://qrec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/QREC-Contribution-Overview-2025-WEB.pdf
https://qrec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Qld-Renewables-Economic-and-Social-Value-Report-2024-25_Final.pdf
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Community forums continue, next
stop Proserpine, Whitsundays!

The Queensland Community Energy Forum (QCEF) continues to play an important
role in connecting regional communities with Queensland’s evolving energy and
resources sector.

Most recently, more than 170 people attended the Forum in Biloela, bringing together
representatives from agriculture, commmunity groups, First Nations, local businesses,
energy and resources, and all levels of government. The strong turnout reflected
growing interest across the Callide Dawson region in how renewable energy and
broader resource development will shape local economies.

Delivered in partnership with Coexistence Queensland and Banana Shire Council,
the Biloela forum featured full-day presentations and a dedicated expo space,
enabling residents to engage directly with developers, government agencies and
industry representatives. Discussions focused on practical, place-based issues
including construction impacts, traffic management, emergency response planning,
environmental safeguards and long-term land use.

The QCEF series has now reached communities across Miles, Nelbbo, Roma,
Hughenden and Biloela — creating a consistent platform for early, transparent and
two-way engagement.

Next Stop: Proserpine, Whitsundays — 20 March 2026

The Forum now heads to Proserpine in the Whitsundays on Friday 20 March 2026 at
the Proserpine Entertainment Centre.

Delivered in partnership with Coexistence Queensland, Whitsunday Regional Council,
QREC and Queensland Resources Council, the event will bring together community
members, landholders, developers, agriculture representatives and government for a
full day of presentations, Q&A sessions and information booths.

The Proserpine forum aims to ensure the Whitsundays community is well informed
and actively engaged as new energy and resource projects are proposed across
the region. By bringing all stakeholders into the same room, the Forum supports
constructive dialogue, reduces uncertainty and helps shape development that
reflects local priorities while delivering long-term regional benefits.

To find out more, visit: gldenergyforum.org.au |

Asbestos in
wind turbine
lifts and hoists
— Industry
engagement
with regulator

QREC, together with the Clean
Energy Council, has been engaging
with  Workplace Health and Safety
Queensland  (WHSQ)  following
the identification of asbestos in
certain  wind turbine lift braoke
components  late  last  year.

In response, QREC and the Clean
Energy Council recently convened an
industry briefing with WHSQ to provide
an update on the current situation
in Queensland, outline interim risk
management  approaches, and
clarify ~ regulatory  requirements
and recommended actions
for operators and contractors.

WHSQ has indicated that its existing
safety alert relating to brake pads
used in wind farms will be expanded
to cover additional lift and hoist
systems, including selected 3S
industry lifts and hoists, Avanti (M508
hoists) and Hailo (HW608 CEI8 hoists).

The briefing reinforced  the
importance  of  proactive  risk
assessment, supply chain  due
diligence and clear contractor

communication to ensure worker
safety across construction, operations
and nmaintenance activities.

WHSQ acknowledgedthe Queensland
wind industry’s constructive and
proactive approach to engaging
early with the regulator. QREC and the
Clean Energy Council will continue to
work closely with WHSQ and provide
furtherupdatestoindustry asrequired.

Ensuring strong health and safety
standards remains fundamental
to maintaining community
and  workforce confidence as
Queensland's  renewable  energy
sector continues to scale. |



https://qldenergyforum.org.au/

Strengthening regional
engagement across Queensland

Over recent months, QREC has continued to strengthen its
engagement across regional Queensland, with a particular
focus on Central Queensland — one of the state’s most
important regions for future renewable energy development.

Through meetings with local governments, regional
organisations and community stakeholders, QREC is working
to support constructive dialogue about how renewable energy
investment can deliver long-term economic benefits for
regional communities.

Late last year, QREC hosted a well-attended community
energy forum in Biloela, bringing together more than 150 local
participants to discuss the opportunities and challenges
associated with renewable development in the region.

The forum formed part of QREC's broader commitment to
facilitating open and balanced conversations in regional
communities.

In early 2026, QREC also met with regional councils including
Rockhampton Regional Council and Mackay Regional Council
to discuss how industry and local government can work
together to manage community expectations, support local
industries and maximise regional benefits from renewable
investment.

Discussions highlighted the importance of aligning renewable
energy development with existing regional strengths, including
agriculture, manufacturing and resources supply chains.
Reliable and competitively priced renewable generation

will play an important role in supporting existing industries
while also attracting new investment and employment
opportunities.

QREC also engaged with regional business networks and
mayors’ groups across southern and central Queensland
to share insights on community benefits, supply chain
opportunities and coordination across projects.

This ongoing regional engagement remains a key priority for
QREC as the renewable energy sector continues to expand
across Queensland. m

“securing traditional industries,
P >portunities”

Pictured L-R: Resource Centre of Excellence CEO Steve Boxall,
Hannah Gardiner (QREC), Katie Mulder (QREC) and Jason
Sharam (RCOE)

Infrastructure recognition for
Central Qld renewables

Infrastructure Australia has included enabling infrastructure
linking the Port of Gladstone with renewable energy projects
in Central Queensland on its latest Infrastructure Priority

List, identifying the corridor as a priority within the 2—-4 year
national investment pipeline.

The listing recognises the importance of ports, roads and
freight corridors in supporting large-scale renewable energy
development. Proposed upgrades focus on ensuring sufficient
port capacity for wind turbine imports and improving key
freight routes, including addressing bridge mass, height and
width constraints along major highways such as the Bruce
Highway, Dawson Highway, Capricorn Highway and Leichhardt
Highway.

QREC CEO Katie-Anne Mulder said the recognition reflects
Central Queensland’s growing importance as a renewable
energy hub and highlights the critical role of enabling
infrastructure in supporting the next wave of project
investment.

Strategic upgrades to shared infrastructure will help support
renewable energy construction, benefit other industries that
rely on freight networks, and ensure regional communities can
capture the jobs and economic opportunities associated with
Queensland’s expanding renewable energy sector.

View the Infrastructure Priority List: Enabling infrastructure
for Renewable Energy Zones — Port of Gladstone to Central
Queensland |



https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/ipl/enabling-infrastructure-renewable-energy-zones-port-gladstone-central-queensland
https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/ipl/enabling-infrastructure-renewable-energy-zones-port-gladstone-central-queensland
https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/ipl/enabling-infrastructure-renewable-energy-zones-port-gladstone-central-queensland
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QREC part of targeted consultation
on Treasury's Code of Conduct
exposure draft

Over the past 18 months, Queensland
Treasury has progressed the
development of a Renewable Energy
Developer Code of Conduct as part of its
broader commitment to strengthening
community confidence in renewable
energy projects. The Code was first
signalled in the Hon. David Janetzki's
November 2024Ministerial Charter Letter
and reinforced through the Queensland
Energy Roadmap 2025. During this time,
QREC also led work on the Queensland
Renewable Energy Developer and
Investor Toolkit, developed in partnership
with industry and community
stakeholders to promote leading
practice engagement.

Since the Queensland Government's
original commitment to develop a Code,
the regulatory landscape has changed
significantly.  Amendments to the
Planning Act 2016 in 2025 strengthened
requirements  for  Social  Impact
Assessments (SIA), Community Benefit
Agreements (CBA) and assessment
under  the State Development
Assessment Provisions. Many matters
originally considered for inclusion in a
Code are now addressed through these
planning reforms. Queensland Treasury
commenced it consultation on the draft
Code in January and QREC has been
pleased to be part of the process so far.

QREC's supports proportionate and
transparent regulation and for the Code
to align clearly with existing legislation,
avoiding duplication with recent planning
reforms, and providing certainty around
how it will operate in practice. QREC is
looking forward to continuing to work
with government as the development of
the Code progresses. |

Planning framework reforms to BESS
facilities

On 12 December 2025, the Government
confirmed changes to the planning
framework. Under the new rules,
standalone battery projects of 50
megawatts or more are now impact
assessable, must undertake a Social
Impact Assessment, and are required
to negotiote a Community Benefit
Agreement with the relevant local
council before lodging a development
application. These projects are assessed

by the State Assessment and Referral
Agency (SARA) under a new State Code
27. Projects that had not yet secured a
development approval are required to
restart the assessment process under
the new framework.

In late January, DSDIP held two online
information sessions and committed
to preparing further written responses
to  stakeholder  questions. QREC
continues to engage constructively
with the Department to seek clarity on
outstanding matters — including through
a dedicated briefing for QREC members
— and ensure the framework supports
both community confidence and timely
investment in battery storage. |

Northern  Queensland Energy
Infrastructure Critical to National
Prosperity

QREC has called on the Australian
Government to treat energy
infrastructure in Northern Australia as a
matter of national economic security,
regional  prosperity and  industrial
competitiveness.

In its submission to the Australian
Parliaoment's Joint Standing Committee
inquiry into emerging industries in
Northern Australia, QREC highlighted
North  Queenslond as central to
Australia’s next wave of economic
growth — including critical minerals
processing, advanced manufacturing,
defence supply chains and new export
industries.

Reliable, affordable and sustainable
energy will be the primary enabler of
this growth. As ageing power generating
assets retire and demand accelerates
through  electrification,  population
growth and industrial expansion, new
generation, storage and transmission
infrastructure  must be delivered at
unprecedented scale and pace.

Strategic  projects such as the
Copyperstring 2032 transmission network
are identified as catalytic — unlocking
regional energy hubs, connecting
industrial centres and opening new
economic corridors across North and
North-West Queensland.

QREC’'s submission also emphasised
that energy investment must be
supported by coordinated infrastructure
planning.  Vulnerable freight routes,

workforce shortages and fragmented

intergovernmentall processes risk
delaying projects of national significance.
Upgraded  transport  corridors  and

enabling infrastructure are fundamentall
to delivering renewable generation,
transmission and downstream industrial
development.

The Council has proposed a dedicated
Federal-State taskforce focused on
enabling infrastructure in Northern
Queensland, alongside shared funding
arrangements  to prioritise  upgrades
linked to energy and resources
development. It has also called for
reformsto ensure first-mover proponents
in emerging industrial zones are not
required to carry disproportionate
upfront transmission costs that benefit
future users.

Workforce development is another
key priority, with long-term regional
capability needed across trades,

engineering, operations and professional
services.

With coordinated policy settings and
infrastructure  investment,  Northern
Queensland has the opportunity to
underpin decades of economic growth
for the state and the nation.

Click here to view the full submission H

QREC submission on new EPBC Act
National Environmental Standards

As per the Commonwealth Government's
timeframe, at the end of January 2025,
QREC lodged a submission on the draft
National Environmental Standards (NES)
for Matters of National Environmental
Significance (MNES) and Environmental
Offsets under the reformed EPBC Act
These Standards will play a major role in
shaping how renewable energy projects
are assessed at a Commonwealth level,
including how impacts, mitigation and
offsets are defined and regulated.

QREC supports nationally consistent
Standards that improve environmental
outcomes  while providing greater
certainty, efficiency and alignment
between Commonwealth and state
processes. However, QREC's submission
notes that the draft Standards could
benefit from refinements to provide
greater clarity and practical guidance,
helping to reduce potential delays and
investment risk.



https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=534678a9-4cf5-4203-8a57-83bf23a5ee9b&subId=786152
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Key themes raised include the need for
clearer project-level expectations under
the MNES Standard, stronger recognition of
early design and rehabilitation in reducing
impacts, guidance on how renewable
energy’s climate benefits are considered
alongside environmental outcomes, and
greater detail on how "net gain” offsets will
be defined, measured and implemented.
The submission also emphasises the
importance of alignment with, and
accreditation of, Queensland's existing
assessment and offsets frameworks to
avoid duplication and the need for clearer
recognition of Queensland's bio-regional
planning process and outcomes.

Revised versions of the draft Standards
are expected to be released for further
consultation in March,  alongside
additional draft Standards covering areas
such as data and information, community
engagement and First Nations matters. |

Addressing  oversize
challenges in Queensiand

transport

Oversize Overmass (OSOM) transport
continues to be a critical enabling issue
for Queensland’s renewable energy
pipeline. As projects move from concept to
construction across regional and remote
areas, the safe and efficient transport of
large components — such as wind turbine
blades, nacelles and transformers — relies
heavily on the capacity and condition of
local and state-controlled road networks.
These movements are carefully planned
and regulated, but they often place
additional pressure on infrastructure that
was not originally designed for heavy or
complex loads.

Over recent months - in discussions
with  Government, through relevant
submissions, and ongoing engagement
with key transport stakeholders — QREC
has continued to advocate for a more
coordinated and forward-looking
approach to OSOM transport planning.

QREC has emphasised the need for
clearer cost allocation frameworks and
greater consideration of common-user
infrastructure models. A more strategic
approach to enabling infrastructure —
including roads, bridges and transmission
access — can reduce duplication,
support orderly development of Regionall
Energy Hubs, and ensure that regional
communities see lasting benefits from
early infrastructure upgrades.

To support more coordinated outcomes,
QREC is progressing the establishment of
a Renewable Energy Transport Working
Group. The Working Group seeks to
provide a structured forum for industry
to identify systemic transport challenges,
share practical insights, and engage
constructively  with  government on
policy and operational improvements.
By bringing together key stakeholders
at an early stage, the initiative aims
to strengthen collaboration, improve
planning certainty, and support the
efficient delivery of renewable energy
infrastructure across the state. |

National energy ministers progress
reforms shaping the transition

The Energy and Climate Change
Ministerial Council (ECMC) is the main
national forum where governments
coordinate reforms that shape the
investment and regulatory environment
for renewable energy, storage and
transmission.

The most recent ECMC meeting was
held in December 2025, with Queensland
represented by the Hon David Janetzki
MP, Treasurer and Minister for Energy
and Home Ownership, supported by
senior Queensland Treasury officials. Key
agenda items covered electricity market
reform following the National Electricity
Market Review, proposed east coast gas
market measures, and implementation
work under the National Consumer
Energy Resources Roadmap (including
batteries, EVs and virtual power plants).
Ministers also discussed system security
and the growing electricity demand
from data centres, including the need
to ensure new demand is matched by
firmed generation.

QREC  will continue tracking the
implications of these reforms for
Queensland's renewable pipeline with
the next ECMC meeting scheduled for the
second quarter of 2026. |

Productivity Commission report
outlines pathway for cleaner,
cheaper energy

The Australian Productivity Commission
recently released its Final Report on
Investing in cheaper, cleaner energy

and the net zero transformation,
outlining recommendations
aimed at accelerating  Australia’s

energy transition  while
productivity —across the

improving
economy.

The report proposes a stronger national
policy framework for electricity sector
decarbonisation, alongside  reforms
to  streamline  project  approvals
and improve coordination  across
governments. Key recommendations
includeestablishinganationalemissions-
reduction policy for the electricity sector,
strengthening the role of a federal
Clean Energy Coordinator-General,
and improving the administration
and resourcing of project approvals.

Importantly for the renewable energy
sector, the Commission emphasised

that faster approvals should be
achieved through more efficient
processes and better resourcing

rather than weakening environmental
protections. The report also highlights
the  importance of  coordinated
national leadership to address cross-
jurisdictional barriers that can delay
renewable energy development.

QREC contributed to the consultation
process, highlighting the need for
timely approvals and clear governance
to support investment while
maintaining  environmental  integrity.

The final report provides a roadmap
for governments to improve policy

coordination, accelerate renewable
energy development and support
Australia’s broader net-zero

transformation. |



https://assets.pc.gov.au/2025-12/net-zero.pdf?VersionId=24kY9x7Ou_YqHvzl0z25kQO11I298byU

