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As QREC approaches its third year 
of operation, we reflect on a year of 
progress and expanded engagement 
with industry, government and 
regional stakeholders across 
Queensland.

The 2025–26 year marked an 
important transition for both the 
organisation and the sector. As 
Queensland’s energy transformation 
accelerates, QREC has continued 
to strengthen its role as a trusted, 
pragmatic and solutions-focused 
voice - supporting our members 
through a period of substantial 
policy reform, heightened 
community expectations, and 
growing infrastructure and workforce 
challenges.

A defining achievement this year 
was the release of QREC’s foundation 
advocacy document - the Queensland 
Renewables Growth & Investment 
Strategy, launched in August 2025 
following extensive consultation 
with members and stakeholders. 
The Strategy was successful in 
informing the Queensland Energy 
Roadmap, providing a clear pathway 
to accelerate renewable investment 
and delivery, centred on a clear 
renewables future for Queensland. 
Key recommendations focused on 
system reliability, regional partnership, 
streamlining development processes 
and inclusive economic growth.

Throughout the year, community 
engagement and regional presence 
remained central to our work. Building 
on earlier success, QREC continued to 
deliver the Queensland Community 
Energy Forum series in partnership with 
Coexistence Queensland and local 
councils. Forums in Hughenden, Biloela 
and Proserpine brought together 
landholders, community members, 
developers, industry, and government 
to support early, transparent and 
place-based dialogue. These forums 
have now become a recognised 
platform for building shared 
understanding around energy 
development and regional opportunity. 
Members will see QREC continue 
to contribute to the Forums for the 
coming year, ensuring they become a 
strategic anchor for broader regionally 
focused initiatives.

Policy reform continued at pace during 
2025–26. Major planning changes - 
including mandatory Social Impact 
Assessments and Community Benefit 
Agreements for large-scale renewable 
projects, and new assessment 
pathways for battery storage - 
fundamentally reshaped the regulatory 
environment. QREC has worked closely 
with government departments, 
councils and members to present 
a coordinated industry position and 
identify practical implementation 
issues early in the process.

Our engagement with Members 
of Parliament across the political 
spectrum also strengthened, with 
strong bipartisan participation in 
QREC’s Parliamentary Friends of 
Renewables events reinforcing the 
sector’s importance and Queensland’s 
shared interest in a well-managed 
energy transition. 

Looking ahead, the fundamentals 
remain strong. Queensland’s project 
pipeline of more than 140GW of 
renewables and storage represents an 
extraordinary economic opportunity—
but delivery will depend on clear 
and stable policy settings, enabling 
infrastructure, community confidence 
and workforce readiness. QREC will 
continue to play a constructive role, 
actively supporting greater investment 
certainty and helping ensure 
renewable energy delivers lasting 
benefits for Queenslanders, future-
proofing Queensland’s energy system.

Thank you to our members for 
your collaboration, leadership and 
commitment throughout the year. 

Sincerely,

Katie-Anne Mulder
Chief Executive Officer

MESSAGE 
FROM THE CEO

“
“

Together, we are shaping a 
renewable energy sector that 
supports regional economic 
development and long-term 
prosperity for our sunshine state.

The renewable energy sector in Queensland seeks to work collaboratively with all Traditional Custodians on whose land projects are hosted.  	
We respectfully acknowledge these Traditional Custodians, their ancestors and Elders past and present. 
QREC is committed to honouring their unique cultural and spiritual relationships to the land, sea, sun, wind, and water and their valuable 
contributions to Australia’s energy transition. 
QREC is a proud partner of the Biodiversity & Renewables Institute Australia (BRIA), supporting a collaborative, evidence-based approach to 
delivering renewable energy in balance with nature.

https://www.wagtail-collective.com/bria
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ABOUT THE QUEENSLAND RENEWABLE ENERGY COUNCIL
QREC is the peak body representing 
Queensland’s renewable energy 
industry, advocating for the 
sustainable development of utility-
scale renewable energy projects 
across wind, solar, battery storage, 
pumped hydro and emerging 
technologies.

Our membership continues to grow, 
bringing organisations together to 
stay informed and to collaborate 
on effective policy, investment and 
engagement outcomes. 

While this year has focused on 
deepening regional engagement, 
members will increasingly see a 

stronger narrative of QREC’s broader 
vision - strengthening Queensland’s 
economy through energy abundance 
and regional prosperity.  

QREC’s Board leadership evolved 
this year to strengthen Queensland 
representation, alongside a continued 
focus on transparency in Board 
discussions and decision‑making, and 
refining governance practices.

QREC’s work is supported by a valued 
group of industry partners, including 
our Legacy Partners—Copenhagen 
Infrastructure Partners, Create Advisory 
and Windlab; Market Insights Partner, 
Rystad Energy; and Associate Partner, 

Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer. 
Their support enables independent, 
evidence‑based advocacy and 
meaningful sector engagement.

VISION:

A sustainable, reliable and affordable energy 
future where Queensland communities 
prosper

MISSION:

As the voice of Queensland’s renewable 
energy industry, to bring stakeholders 
together in support of a thriving, sustainable 
sector underpinned by coexistence and 
regional prosperity.

QUEENSLAND INDUSTRY AND ADVOCACY
During 2025–26, Queensland’s 
renewable energy sector entered 
a more complex phase of 
development. While global cost 
pressures, transmission constraints 
and policy uncertainty continued 
to test confidence, the underlying 
scale of opportunity remained clear. 
Queensland’s renewable pipeline,— 
spanning wind, solar, battery energy 
storage and pumped hydro, has 
grown to the largest in the country.

The Queensland Government’s 
Queensland Energy Roadmap 2025, 
released in October, reaffirmed the 
central role of large‑scale renewables 
in meeting future energy demand, with 
no new coal‑fired power stations and 
a renewable‑powered energy future 
supporting industrial decarbonisation 
and economic growth. Ahead of 
its release, QREC published the 
Queensland Renewables Growth & 
Investment Strategy in August 2025, 
setting out industry priorities, risks and 
practical delivery pathways to inform 
the Roadmap’s development.

Focused on system reliability, 
affordability, strong regional 
partnerships and a world‑class 
development framework, the Strategy 
outlines 15 practical recommendations 
to accelerate renewables, unlock 
private capital and streamline 

delivery—complementing government 
policy by identifying implementation 
pathways.	

QREC’s Executive Insights surveys over 
the past 12 months provided a clear, 
evidence‑based view of industry 
sentiment, confirming capital remains 
ready to invest in Queensland, but that 
progress depends on clearer policy 
direction, more efficient planning and 
approvals, timely transmission delivery 
and stronger community confidence. 
Pre‑Roadmap, industry called for 
greater certainty on transmission, 
firming and coal closures; following 
its release, respondents welcomed 
clearer infrastructure direction while 
emphasising the need for legislative 
and regulatory stability. 

Together, these insights underpinned 
QREC’s consistent advocacy message: 
Queensland’s renewable opportunity 
remains strong, but delivery now 
depends on clear implementation 
pathways, coordinated government 
action and settings that sustain 
investor confidence. 

Renewable energy continued 
to underpin regional economic 
opportunity, with QREC’s Renewable 
Industry Economic and Social 
Contribution Survey highlighting 
growing impacts on jobs, supply 

chains, Indigenous businesses and 
regional investment. 

QREC’s advocacy throughout the 
year remained focused on policy 
certainty, coordinated infrastructure 
planning and community confidence, 
recognising that Queensland’s success 
in the next phase of the transition will 
depend as much on delivery capability 
as ambition, and this must happen at 
the regional level.  

Over the past 12 months we 
have continued to deliver on 
our vision by:

Working collaboratively 
with Queensland and local 
governments on reform 
implementation

Deepening our presence 
across regional Queensland

Anticipating emerging industry 
risks and system constraints

Supporting members through 
evolving regulatory, safety and 
community expectations

WE ACKNOWLEDGE OUR 2025-26 PARTNERS:

https://www.treasury.qld.gov.au/policies-and-programs/energy/energy-roadmap/
https://qrec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/QREC-Qld-Renewables-Growth-Investment-Strategy_Aug-2025.pdf
https://qrec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/QREC-Qld-Renewables-Growth-Investment-Strategy_Aug-2025.pdf
https://qrec.org.au/publications/
https://qrec.org.au/blog/2025/12/04/renewable-energy-delivers-1-billion-boost-to-queensland-much-more-to-come-qrec/
https://qrec.org.au/blog/2025/12/04/renewable-energy-delivers-1-billion-boost-to-queensland-much-more-to-come-qrec/
https://qrec.org.au/blog/2025/12/04/renewable-energy-delivers-1-billion-boost-to-queensland-much-more-to-come-qrec/
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Strong & consistent 
regional engagement 

QREC significantly deepened its 
engagement with regional councils, 
community leaders and regional 
development organisations during 
the year, recognising that local 
government sits at the frontline of 
renewable energy delivery.		

Highlights included:

•	 Focused advocacy with QREC 
Regional Partners, in particular 
the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding with TSBE (pictured 
below), Northern Australia emerging 
industries advocacy with MiTEZ and 
Townsville Enterprise, Community 
benefit and careers with Resource 
Industry Network and Resources 
Centre of Excellence.

•	 Dedicated engagement with councils 
across Central Queensland, the 
Darling Downs, Whitsundays, North 
Queensland and Fitzroy regions, 
including Rockhampton, Mackay, 
Gladstone (pictured right), Western 
Downs, Banana Shire and Whitsunday 
Regional Council.

•	 Presentations to the Darling Downs 
and South West Queensland Council 
of Mayors, focused on enduring 
community benefit, coordinated 
infrastructure planning and regional 
economic diversification.

•	 Face-to-face engagement with 
local action groups to support 
open, constructive dialogue on 
renewable energy development and 
industry leading practice, reinforcing 
QREC’s role in facilitating informed 
community - industry engagement.

•	 Active participation in the Local 
Government Association of 
Queensland (LGAQ) Conference, 
where motions calling for stronger 
state support for coordinated 
Community Benefit Agreements, 
coordinated road planning and whole 
of energy system legacy contributions 
were passed.

•	 Ongoing collaboration with 
Coexistence Queensland to support 
early, coordinated and transparent 
community engagement, through 
the delivery of the Queensland 
Community Energy Forum series, 
reaching Hughenden, Biloela and 
Proserpine (pictured next page), with 
strong attendance from landholders, 
councils, First Nations groups and 
regional businesses.

These engagements reinforced 
consistent regional messages to state 
government: renewable energy must 
be delivered in a way that supports long 
term economic resilience, fair benefit 
sharing and enabling infrastructure.

Trusted frameworks and 
shared industry capability

As Queensland’s planning and 
community benefit frameworks 
evolved, QREC focused on equipping 
members with practical tools, clarity 
and shared learning.		

Key initiatives included:

•	 Dedicated member briefings with the 
Department of State Development, 
Infrastructure and Planning (DSDIP) 
on Battery Energy Storage System 
planning reforms and Community 
Benefit Agreement implementation

•	 Delivery of new Knowledge Nibble 
sessions in 2025–26 to build 
member understanding of legislative 
requirements and leading practice 
utilising expert member legal and 
practitioner insights

•	 A members’ forum on understanding 
community responses to renewable 
energy development, drawing on 
behavioural science and Queensland 
case studies to strengthen 
engagement practice and reduce 
conflict escalation (pictured below).

Together, these initiatives strengthened 
members’ understanding and ability 
to respond to evolving planning 
requirements and community 
expectations, as well as increasing 
understanding of existing frameworks, in 
a practical and informed way.

A YEAR OF 
DELIVERY

“We have a great relationship with QREC… I know I can pick up			 
 the phone and have the conversation when needed.“- Western Downs Regional Council

https://qldenergyforum.org.au/
https://qldenergyforum.org.au/
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Government and 
policy leadership

Policy and Legislative advocacy 
and parliamentary engagement	
				  
QREC maintained a strong presence 
across parliamentary and regulatory 
processes affecting the renewable 
energy sector.			 

During the year, QREC:

•	 Provided a submission to, and 
appeared before, the Queensland 
Parliament’s Governance, Energy and 
Finance Committee on the Energy 
Roadmap Amendment Bill 2025. 
While acknowledging the Bill’s role in 
shaping Queensland’s future energy 
system, QREC raised concerns about 
the repeal of legislated renewable 
energy targets and the limited 
consultation process, warning this 
could undermine investor confidence 
and delay large‑scale renewables, 
storage and transmission projects. 
QREC welcomed key elements of 
the Energy Roadmap, including 
retaining public ownership of existing 
generation while leveraging private 
investment to deliver new renewable 
and storage capacity—such as the 
Energy System Outlook, CopperString 
and the Regional Energy Hub 
framework—but called for greater 
clarity on implementation, particularly 
the Decision Matrix for coal assets 
and governance of QIC’s $400 million 
Energy Investment Fund and Investor 
Gateway.

•	 Represented the industry in relation 
to amendments in the Resources 
Safety and Health Queensland and 
Other Legislation Amendment Bill 
2026, which could impact on the 
independence and effectiveness of 
Coexistence Queensland and the 
Land Access Ombudsman. 

•	 Highlighted the need for clear and 
appropriate dispute resolution 
pathways for renewables projects.  

•	 Provided detailed submissions and 
evidence across energy, planning, 
safety, environmental and productivity 
reforms including the new BESS 
requirements and the initial work 
developing the Developer Code of 
Conduct

•	 Partnered with the Clean Energy 
Council to release a nationally 
consistent Decommissioning 
Security Framework, as a risk‑aligned 
financial assurance mechanism to 
protect landholders, communities 
and governments at project 
end‑of‑life. QREC has engaged 
with the Queensland Government 
on adopting the model, including 
proposals for Queensland Treasury to 
lead development of a state‑based 
financial security system under the 
Planning Codes, and developed 
a Queensland‑first, industry‑led 
financial security calculator to support 
consistent, transparent assessment of 
decommissioning costs.			 

Environmental and approvals 
reform leadership			 
						   
QREC played an active role in shaping 
state and national responses to the 
reformed Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act. 

Key contributions included:

•	 Submission on draft National 
Environmental Standards, raising 
concerns about investment risk, 
duplication, clarity of project-level 
expectations, offsets implementation 
and transitional arrangements

•	 Participation in a Ministerial 
Roundtable convened by the 
Queensland Minister for the 
Environment and Tourism to explore 
accreditation pathways, offsets 
reform and bioregional planning

•	 Ongoing engagement with 
federal and state departments 
to emphasise the importance 
of Queensland’s assessment 
frameworks being accredited and 
efficiently integrated

QREC consistently advocated for 
reform that strengthens environmental 
outcomes while improving certainty 
and efficiency, recognising that delay 
and ambiguity undermine both 
climate and biodiversity goals.

Enabling infrastructure and 
system delivery
			 
Recognising infrastructure as a critical 
constraint on delivery, QREC prioritised 
advocacy focused on transmission, 
freight and system readiness.

This included:

•	 Engagement with Powerlink 
Queensland, Infrastructure 
Australia and national forums to 
support coordinated transmission 
investment, particularly in Central 
and Northern Queensland

•	 Advocacy on oversize overmass 
(OSOM) transport, promoting shared 
user infrastructure models, clear 
cost allocation and early corridor 
planning

•	 Engagement with the Northern 
Australia Infrastructure Facility 
(NAIF) to identify opportunities for 
concessional finance to unlock 
energy and enabling infrastructure 
projects

QREC also highlighted Northern 
Queensland energy infrastructure 
as a matter of national prosperity 
and economic security, linking 
renewable energy to future industry, 
defence supply chains and regional 
development.

“The Queensland Renewables Investment Growth 
Strategy is excellent. You’re knocking it out of the 
park at the moment! Thanks for all your efforts.“- QREC Member 
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Industry leadership and 
leading practice

Health, safety and long term 
accountability		

QREC demonstrated sector leadership 
on issues critical to public and 
workforce confidence.	

During the year QREC:

•	 Worked with the Clean Energy 
Council and Workplace Health and 
Safety Queensland on a proactive 
industry response to asbestos 
findings in wind turbine components.

•	 Convened regulators and industry 
to ensure clear guidance, risk 
management and consistent 
communication.

The voice for Queensland 
renewables

•	 QREC has represented the industry at 
a number of conferences and events 
over the past 12 months, including 
the Queensland Clean Energy 
Summit 2026, Solar and Storage Live 
Queensland Conference, National 
Electricity Market Development 
Conference (NEMDEV - pictured 
left), 2025 Surat Basin Coexistence 
Symposium, Northern Australia 
Conference, and the Clean Energy 
Investor Group Annual Conference.

•	 Worked closely with Trade and 
Investment Queensland to promote 
Queensland’s renewable energy 
sector internationally, supporting 
investment attraction through 
industry briefings, customer sessions, 
trade missions, and engagement with 
international delegations, including 
Brazil, Mexico and Denmark.

Evidence based advocacy and 
leadership

In 2025–26, QREC strengthened 
its advocacy capability with the 
release of its inaugural Renewable 
Energy Industry Economic and Social 
Contribution Report.

Based on data from eight member 
companies, the report confirmed:

•	 the sector is already contributing 
around $1 billion annually to 
Queensland’s economy, 

•	 supporting 3,252 jobs, $280 million 
in wages, and significant local and 
Indigenous procurement

The report demonstrated strong 
regional impacts, with most 
economic benefits flowing to regional 
Queensland, alongside payments 
to government and contributions 
to local communities. Importantly, it 
established a Queensland‑specific 
evidence base to support policy 
discussions, improve public 
understanding, and inform long‑term 
planning as the state’s renewable 
pipeline continues to progress.

Governance and organisational 
leadership

In December 2025, QREC appointed 
Joseph O’Brien (VisIR) as Board Chair 
and reappointed Nathan Blundell 
(Windlab) as Deputy Chair, continuing 
QREC’s significant governance 
leadership at a pivotal time for the 
sector.

Their appointment reflects QREC’s 
commitment to strong, experienced 
and future focused leadership and 
Board (pictured below) as Queensland’s 
renewable energy transition enters its 
critical delivery phase.

“Thanks again for a great Parliamentary Friends event last 
week; good outcome for us, on the back of that we have 
secured a meeting with a regional MP for our project, a 
meeting we have been chasing since last August.“- QREC Member 

https://qrec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Qld-Renewables-Economic-and-Social-Value-Report-2024-25_Final.pdf
https://qrec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Qld-Renewables-Economic-and-Social-Value-Report-2024-25_Final.pdf
https://qrec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Qld-Renewables-Economic-and-Social-Value-Report-2024-25_Final.pdf
https://qrec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/QREC-Contribution-Overview-2025-WEB.pdf
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- QREC Member 

EVENTS AND ENGAGEMENTS  

Energy Connect
QREC delivered three Energy 
Connect events in October, 
December and March, 
bringing together members, 
government stakeholders 
and industry leaders to 
discuss the strategic issues 
shaping Queensland’s 
energy transition. The 
events featured keynote 
addresses from Ross Israel 
(QIC) and Queensland 
Treasurer the Hon. David 
Janetzki MP, alongside a 
Western Downs–focused 
leading‑practice panel.

Parliamentary Friends 
of Renewables
QREC continued to 
deliver the Parliamentary 
Friends of Renewables 
program, hosting events 
in August 2025 and 
April 2026. Together, the 
events engaged more 
than 40 Queensland MPs 
and provided a valued 
bipartisan forum to build 
understanding of renewable 
energy development 
and its contribution to 
Queensland’s economy.

Queensland Community 
Energy Forums (QCEF)
The Queensland 
Community Renewable 
Forum was rebranded 
as the Queensland 
Community Energy Forums 
(QCEF) to reflect a broader 
energy focus. QREC 
worked with Coexistence 
Queensland and regional 
councils to deliver local 
forums in Biloela and 
Proserpine, supporting 
early, transparent dialogue 
between communities, 
industry and government.

Throughout 2025–26, 
QREC continued to 
deliver and grow its 
program of events and 
engagements, bringing 
members, government 
and regional stakeholders 
together to share insights, 
build relationships and 
strengthen collaboration 
across Queensland.

1:	� QREC team visit Wambo Wind Farm
2:	� Farewell to outgoing QREC Chair Matt Stuchberry
3:	� Members and guests at Parliamentary Friends of Renbewables
4:	� Guest speaker and sponsor, with QREC Board members at Energy Connect 
5:	� Treasurer, David Janetzki at Energy Connect end-of-year celebration
6:	� QREC team visit Qube Heavy Lift, Port of Brisbane
7:	� Speakers and sponsors at QCEF Biloela Meet the Buyer Forum
8:	� QREC team members at QCEF Proserpine

Members’ Forums
QREC delivered policy‑ 
focused forums to enable 
deeper engagement 
on complex renewable 
energy delivery issues, 
including First Nations 
engagement and 
community response. These 
sessions strengthened 
industry capability and 
supported more informed 
decision‑making across the 
sector.

Knowledge Nibble sessions 
QREC delivered short‑form 
Knowledge Nibble online 
sessions on key technical 
and regulatory topics, 
including community 
benefit agreements, 
cultural heritage, FIRB and 
overlapping interests. The 
online sessions provided 
targeted updates to 
support members 
navigating renewable 
energy development in 
Queensland.
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As Queensland’s only renewable peak 
industry body, Queensland Renewable 
Energy Council (QREC) represents 
stakeholders across solar, wind, 
pumped hydro, electricity transmission 
and distribution, and battery storage. 

QREC collaborates with industry, 
communities, and all levels of 
government to drive the growth of 
Queensland’s renewable energy sector.

Contact
Phone: 0401 736 273

Email: info@qrec.org.au

Level 14, 100 Edward Street, Brisbane City, 
Queensland 4000, Australia

ABN 37 670 943 209


