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Delivering Queensland’s
Renewable Energy Future

Queensland’s renewable energy sector
has continued to demonstrate its
importance to the state’'s economy,
electricity system and regional future.

Over the past quarter, strong evidence
has emerged that renewable generation
and battery storage are already helping
place downward pressure on electricity
prices for households and businesses.
Reports and determinations  from
AEMO, the Australian Energy Regulator
and the Queensland Competition
Authority have all pointed to the role of
renewables and storage in reducing
wholesale  electricity  costs  and
supporting a more reliable system.

At the same time, the focus for industry
remains firmly on delivery. Queensland
has one of the strongest renewable
energy pipelines in the country, but
converting that pipeline into operating
projects requires clear policy settings,
timely approvals, transmission
investment, coommunity confidence and
coordinated  infrastructure  planning.

QREC has continued to advocate
strongly across these areas, including
through our latest Executive Insights
Survey, submissions on environmental

reform, engagement on community
benefit arrangements, and ongoing work
with government, councils, Traditional
Owners and regional stakeholders.

This quarter also saw the successful
delivery of QREC’s inaugural Queensland
Energy Investment Forum, which
brought together investors, developers,
policymakers and industry leaders to
discuss the opportunities and challenges
associated with delivering Queensland’s
energy transformation. The forum also
marked the release of the Queensland
Energy Investment Report: Q2 Highlights,
providing an evidence-based snapshot
of the state’s renewable energy
investment pipeline and emerging trends.

Major infrastructure projects such as
Copperstring continue to demonstrate
how renewable energy can support
regional growth, strengthen
traditional industries and unlock new
opportunities across North and North
West Queensland. Important progress

has also been made on large-
scale battery projects, opportunities
through the Capacity Investment

Scheme, and growing collaboration
between councils and developers
on Community Benefit Agreements.
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Pictured: Attendees at the QREC Members’ Forum - Deliverign Community Benefits, July 2026.
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As Queensland progresses
implementation of the Energy
Roadmap, QREC's work remains

focused on supporting investment,
strengthening regional partnerships
and ensuring renewable energy
development delivers long-
term benefits for Queensland
communities. B

Katie-Anne Mulder
Chief Executive Officer
QREC
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Qld Energy Investment
Forum launched

QREC welcomed members and invited guests to the inaugural Queensland Energy
Investment Forum in Brisbane this month, delivered in partnership with the Clean
Energy Investor Group (CEIG).

The sold-out event brought together leaders from investment, finance, energy and
government to discuss the opportunities and challenges shaping Queensland’s
energy investment landscape. Conversations focused on the conditions needed
to support continued private investment and project delivery as Queensland
progresses its energy transformation.

The forum also marked the launch of the Queensland Energy Investments Report
— Highlights, developed by QREC in partnership with Leeuwin Otway. The report
examines investment activity across Queensland's renewable energy sector and
identifies key themes influencing project development, investment attraction and
delivery outcomes across the state.

Insights from the report will help inform ongoing discussions between industry
and government on investment certainty, assessment processes, infrastructure
development and regional growth opportunities.

The event featured a keynote address from Ross Israel, Global Head of Infrastructure
at QIC, alongside contributions from Richie Merzian (CEIG), Robin Dutta (ANZ) and
Matthew Stuchbery (Leeuwin Otway), with discussions facilitated by QREC Chair
Joseph O'Brien.

QREC thanks all speakers, attendees and partners who contributed to a thoughtful
discussion on Queensland’s energy future.

View the Queensland Energy Investment Report — Q2 Highlights

Ivestment Forym

: Ross Israel (QIC), Robin Dutta (ANZ),
Matthew Stuchbery (Leeuwin Otway), Katie Mulder
(QREC), Richie Merzian (CEIG), Joseph O'Brien (VisIR).

CopperString milestones highlight
renewables’ role in regional growth

Major milestones in the development of the CoppersString transmission project
have highlighted the role renewable energy can play in powering regional growth,
strengthening traditional industries and unlocking new economic opportunities
across Queensland.

Progress on renewable generation and storage opportunities to support mining
activity in North West Queensland, alongside the awarding of key construction
works for the Flinders Substation near Hughenden, demonstrates how transmission,

renewable energy and storage can work together to support industrial development.

QREC has welcomed the Queensland Government’s continued investment

in Copperstring, including additional funding commitments for construction
activities on the Eastern Link and enabling works for the Western Link. The project
remains critical to unlocking renewable generation, storage and critical minerals
development across North and North West Queensland.

Copperstring should be viewed not only as a transmission project, but as an
economic development corridor, connecting new renewable energy projects with
mines, communities and emerging industries. View more here.

Community
Benefit in focus

On 23 July, QREC hosted a member
forum focused on the delivery
of community benefits under
Queensland’s new planning
framework.

The forum brought together legal
practitioners,  local  government
representatives, Traditional Owners
and QREC members to examine
the new Social Impact Assessment
and Community Benefit Agreement
requirements, as well as their
interaction with Traditional Owner
benefit-sharing arrangements.

Representatives from Western Downs,
Gladstone and Isaac  Regional
Councils shared practical insights
on what is working well, emerging
challenges, and opportunities
for more effective collaboration
between developers and councils.

Key themes included the timing of
Social Impact Assessments and

Community  Benefit Agreements,
local government and Traditional
Owner resourcing pressures,

clearer guidance across regions
with  multiple projects, cumulative
impacts, and the importance
of genuine local engagement.

Traditional Owner
highlighted the importance of
benefit-sharing, cultural  respect,
avoiding engagement fatigue, and
building  long-term  relationships
well before approvals are sought.

panellists

The forum reinforced that delivering
community benefit is not simply
a compliance exercise. It requires
trust, coordination and a long-term
commitment to outcomes that
extend beyond construction. m

Pictured: Traditional Owners participate on
panel discussion at QREC Forum in July.



https://qrec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Qld-Energy-Investment-Report-2026-Highlights-Q2-2026.pdf
https://statements.qld.gov.au/statements/105447

Queensland Community Energy Forum

Visits Inglewood
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Pictured (L-R): Key stakeholders including Steph McKechnie (QFF), Cr Kym Skinner
(Goondiwindi Regional Council), Warwick Squire (Coexistence Queensland), Cr
Melissa Hamilton (quor, Southern Downs Regional Council), Katie-Anne Mulder
(QREC), Cr Lawrence Springborg (Mayor, Goondiwindi Regional Council).

Upcoming opportunities to
connect with industry and
decision-makers

We have two key opportunities coming up to engage with
industry leaders, policymakers and stakeholders shaping
Queensland's renewable energy future.

Energy Connect | 3 September 2026

QREC's next Energy Connect event will explore the
relationship between agriculture and renewable

energy, and how both sectors can work together to
support regional communities, productive land use and
long-term economic growth. Attendees will hear from
Queensland Farmers' Federation CEO Kylie Porter, who will
share insights on landholder engagement, coexistence,
biosecurity considerations and building positive outcomes
for agriculture, renewable energy developers and regional
Queensland.

Parliamentary Friends of Renewables | 26 October 2026
Following the success of QREC's previous event in April,
which brought together more than 140 industry and
government representatives, including 25 Members

of Parliament, the next event will be held on Monday,

26 October 2026. This members-only event provides a
valuable opportunity to engage directly with MPs and
senior stakeholders from across the political spectrum on
the issues shaping Queensland’s energy future.

VIEW MORE

More than 80 community members, landholders, industry
representatives and government stakeholders attended the
latest Queensland Community Energy Forum in Inglewood to
discuss local energy developments and their implications for
the region.

Discussions covered a range of topics, including land use,
project decommissioning, local economic opportunities

and community benefits, reflecting strong interest in how
renewable energy projects are planned and delivered across
regional Queensland.

Goondiwindi Regional Council Mayor Lawrence Springborg
opened the forum, highlighting the ongoing evolution

of Queensland's renewable energy framework and the
importance of ensuring energy development delivers lasting
economic benefits for regional communities. Southern Downs
Regional Council Mayor Melissa Hamilton also attended the
forum.

Queensland Community Energy Forums provide an
opportunity for communities to engage directly with industry,
government and other stakeholders, supporting informed
and constructive conversations about energy development in
regional Queensland.

LEARN MORE

Pictured (L-R): Adam Baillie MP, Nathan Blundell (Windlab), The Hon David
Janetzki MP, Joseph OBrien (VisIR), Lance McCallum MP, Andres Maasing (Alinta
Energy), at QREC's Parliamentary Friends of Renewables event in April.



https://qrec.org.au/blog/2024/09/09/community-acceptance-biggest-risk-and-opportunity-for-qld-clean-energy-transition-survey/
https://qldenergyforum.org.au/
https://qrec.org.au/events/

Executive Insights Survey: delivery,
certainty and coordination

QREC's fifth Executive Insights

Survey has found that local policy,
approvals and investment uncertainty
are weighing more heavily on
Queensland’s renewable energy
sector than broader global volatility.

The survey showed Queensland
remains well placed to attract
renewable energy and storage
investment, but that industry leaders
continue to identify several practical
barriers to delivery, including policy
uncertainty, approvals complexity,
transmission availability, investor
confidence and community
acceptance.

Respondents also highlighted the
importance of:

- approvals efficiency;

+ improving coordination between
State and Federal processes;

+ progressing transmission and
enabling infrastructure;

« providing greater clarity around the
QIC Investor Gateway; and

+ supporting community confidence
and local benefit-sharing.

Community support and acceptance
was identified as the sector's number
one opportunity, reflecting the
importance of strong engagement,
trust and long-term local outcomes
as projects progress across regional
Queensland.

The survey findings continue to inform
QREC's advocacy with government
as Queensland moves further into
implementation of the Energy
Roadmap. m
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Executive Insights
Survey Results
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VIEW REPORT

Renewables delivering lower
power prices for Queenslanders

Recent market reports and electricity
price determinations have reinforced
the role renewable energy and battery
storage are playing in delivering more
affordable electricity for Queensland
households and businesses.

The Australion Energy Regulator’s

final Default Market Offer for 2026—-27
confirmed lower electricity prices for
South East Queensland customers,
while the Queensland Competition
Authority’s regional price determination
also confirmed reductions for regionall
households and small businesses from
1July.

AEMO's latest Quarterly Energy Dynamics
reports have further highlighted the
contribution of increased renewable
generation and battery storage

to reducing wholesale electricity

prices and managing peak demand.
Queensland recorded significant
reductions in wholesale electricity prices,
supported by increased wind and solar
generation and the growing role of

batteries in shifting low-cost energy into
evening peak periods.

These outcomes reinforce a key
message: renewable energy is already
delivering practical benefits for
Queenslanders. However, maintaining
this downward pressure on prices
depends on continuing to deliver

the projects assumed in market
modelling — moving generation, storage
and transmission from planning to
construction, connection and operation.

QREC continues to advocate for efficient
approvals, timely grid connections,
workable community benefit
frameworks and clear investment
signals to ensure Queensland can lock
in the affordability benefits of renewable
energy.

View AEMO Quarterly Energy Dynamics
Report

View AER Default Market Offer Final
Determination

View QCA Final Report ®

Claudia Brumme
joins Queensland
Renewable Energy
Council Board

QREC is pleased to welcome
Claudia Brumme to its Board as
the organisation’s first Independent
Director.

The position was established

to ensure regional Queensland
perspectives are represented at the
highest level of QREC's governance
as renewable energy, transmission
and storage projects continue

to be developed across regional
communities.

Ms Brumme brings extensive
experience across economic
development, investment attraction,
infrastructure, supply chains, industry
engagement and government
relations. As Chief Executive Officer
of Townsville Enterprise Limited, she
has worked closely with government,
industry and local stakeholders

to support a major investment
pipeline across critical minerals,
mining, electricity and enabling
infrastructure.

QREC Chair Joseph O'Brien said Ms
Brummme’s appointment reflects

the organisation’s commitment to
ensuring regional Queensland and
key industrial sectors remain central
to energy policy and investment.

Her appointment strengthens QREC's
ability to advocate for renewable
energy development that supports
regional jobs, local businesses, export
industries and long-term community
outcomes. |
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Pictured: New QREC Board Member Claudia
Blumme (CEQ, Townsville Enterprise Limited)
and QREC CEO Katie-Anne Mulder



https://www.aemo.com.au/energy-systems/major-publications/quarterly-energy-dynamics-qed
https://www.aemo.com.au/energy-systems/major-publications/quarterly-energy-dynamics-qed
https://www.aer.gov.au/news/articles/news-releases/aer-releases-final-default-market-offer-2026-27
https://www.aer.gov.au/news/articles/news-releases/aer-releases-final-default-market-offer-2026-27
https://www.qca.org.au/project/customers/electricity-prices/
https://qrec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/260610_-QREC-Executive-Sentiment-Survey-Report-Q2-2026-Final.pdf

Policy Update
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Queensland Productivity
Commission inquiry into EPBC
reforms

QREC and its members have been

part of the Queensland Productivity
Commission’s (QPC) inquiry into the
impact of the Australian Government’s
2025 environment protection reforms on
Queensland. This included providing a
submission and meeting with the QPC.

A key theme emerging from the inquiry
so far is uncertainty around how

the reforms will operate in practice,
including the need for clearer standards,
consistent regulatory expectations across
jurisdictions and improved guidance.

QREC's submission focused on renewable
energy delivery as an economic
productivity issue and highlights the
impact of aligning Commonwealth and
State approval processes on project
timelines and investment certainty.

QREC will continue engaging with the QPC
process, including following the release of
the interim report in November 2026. |

National Environmental Standards
submissions

In July, QREC lodged submissions to the
Australion Government on exposure
drafts of the new National Environmental
Standards for Community Engagement
and Data and Information under the
reformed EPBC framework.

Across both submissions, QREC
supported the objective of a nationally
consistent environmental framework
while advocating for standards that are
practical, proportionate and workable.

Work to implement the reforms is on-
going, including the commencement of
the National Environmental Standards
and consultation on the restoration and
offsets framework. B

Proposed Queensland Building and
Construction Code

QREC has engaged with the Queensland
CFMEU Commission of Inquiry process

in relation to a proposed building and
construction code and independent
regulator for Queensland'’s construction
industry.

While the proposed code is not directed
specifically at renewable energy, QREC
raised a number of concerns about
potential impacts on privately financed
renewable energy projects.

Key matters include the definition of

“government projects’, the need to avoid
retrospective application to projects
already financed or under construction,
and the importance of ensuring any code
provides certainty without increasing
costs or reducing subcontracting
flexibility. m

State Development and Public Works
Organisation Bill

QREC lodged a submission on the

State Development and Public Works
Organisation (Critical Minerals) and Other
Legislation Amendment Bill 2026.

While the Bill is framed around critical
minerals, it has broader implications
for major projects and enabling
infrastructure, including renewable
energy development.

QREC broadly supports the objective
of attracting investment into criticall
minerals and strategic projects, while
emphasising that new electricity
generation, storage and transmission
infrastructure are key enablers of
Queensland’s broader economic and
industrial ambitions.

QREC's submission supports measures
that reduce duplication and improve
approval efficiency, while also calling
for transparent processes, strong
consultation requirements and
procedural fairness for landholders,
First Nations peoples and affected
communities. |

GenCost and Integrated System Plan
reinforce delivery challenge

The latest GenCost 2025=26 Final Report,
prepared by CSIRO in collaboration

with AEMO, reinforced the central role
renewable energy technologies will play
in meeting Australia’s future electricity
needs.

The report again highlights the
importance of wind, solar, storage and
enabling infrastructure as Australia works
to meet growing electricity demand and
replace retiring generation.

AEMO’s 2026 Integrated System Plan
has also reinforced the scale of new
generation, storage and transmission
investment required across Queensland
in the decades ahead.

For QREC, both reports point to the

same conclusion: Queensland has

the resources and project pipeline,

but delivery will depend on timely
approvals, grid connections, transmission
investment and coordinated planning. B

Biosecurity and energy development

QREC provided feedback on Coexistence
Queensland's draft discussion paper,
Navigating biosecurity arrangements on
agricultural land in areas of energy and
resource development.

QREC broadly supported the paper’s
findings that Queensland has a
comprehensive and generally robust
biosecurity regulatory framework,

while also reinforcing the renewable
energy sector’s proactive work to
promote good practice through industry
guidance, engagement with Biosecurity
Queensland and participation in cross-
sector initiatives.

A key issue raised by QREC was the
importance of ensuring biosecurity

risks are considered consistently across
all land-based activities. QREC also
supported the recommendation to
document leading-practice case studies
and has offered to work with Coexistence
Queensland and Biosecurity Queensland
to highlight effective biosecurity
management across renewable energy
projects.

QREC continues to support industry
awareness and capability through its
involvement in Queensland Farmers’
Federation’s Biosecurity in the Boardroom
initiative. Earlier this year, QREC worked
alongside Biosecurity Queensland,
agricultural peak bodies and industry to
develop a Renewable Energy Industry
Biosecurity Guide, providing practical
guidance on managing biosecurity risks
across project development, construction
and operations.

Members with projects in Central
Queensland are encouraged to consider
attending Biosecurity Queensland’'s
Central Region Biosecurity Forum:
Biosecurity Done Well, to be held in
Rockhampton on 1 September 2026. B

RENEWABLE
ENERGY
INDUSTRY
EIOSECUIRITY
GUIDE
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https://www.csiro.au/en/news/all/news/2026/july/gencost-2025-26
https://www.aemo.com.au/energy-systems/major-publications/integrated-system-plan-isp/2026-integrated-system-plan-isp
https://www.qff.org.au/uploads/documents/Biosecurity-in-the-Boardroom-Renewable-Energy-Profile.pdf
https://qrec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/QREC-Biosecurity-Guide_2025-1.pdf
https://qrec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/QREC-Biosecurity-Guide_2025-1.pdf
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MOVt0eeUWEG34m7iIK9ijd-veldvacVOukhdvxonqgVUOVRaN1dFRTlTR1Q0TThNR1FYWk0zNVI1WS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MOVt0eeUWEG34m7iIK9ijd-veldvacVOukhdvxonqgVUOVRaN1dFRTlTR1Q0TThNR1FYWk0zNVI1WS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MOVt0eeUWEG34m7iIK9ijd-veldvacVOukhdvxonqgVUOVRaN1dFRTlTR1Q0TThNR1FYWk0zNVI1WS4u&route=shorturl

