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Pictured: The Treasurer visiting Windlab's Kennedy Energy Park in Hughenden.

Positioning QREC for Queensland’s next energy chapter

QREC’s Board met for its scheduled August meeting with
a focus on the organisation’s priorities for the year
ahead, Queensland’s changing energy demand,
stronger regional coordination and the evolving role for
QREC as Queensland’s electricity sector matures.

Important safety and biosecurity issues were discussed
as part of the standing agenda, including the impact
that drought may have on communities where we work,
and the risk of bird flu to some agricultural businesses.

Membership and Directors

The Board was pleased to note QREC’s strong
membership renewal rate and welcomed Windlab as a
continuing Partner Member and Neoen as a new Partner
Member. Both organisations have demonstrated
significant leadership in Queensland and a commitment
to lifting industry practice. Their partnerships strengthen
QREC’s capacity to address the shared challenges
facing the sector.

The Board also formally welcomed Claudia Brumme as
QREC’s first Independent Regional Director. Claudia
brings significant experience in regional economic
development, investment attraction, government
relations and supply chains, together with deep
connections across North Queensland. Her appointment
strengthens regional capability at Board level and
reflects the importance of regional economic
development to Queensland’s energy future.

Electricity supply dynamics and Queensland’s
opportunity

The meeting recognised that the next phase of energy
investment will increasingly be shaped by the
relationship between new electricity supply and
unprecedented potential new demand confidence.
evelopers and major customers share many of the
same requirements: reliable and competitively priced
electricity, timely connections, enabling infrastructure,
efficient regulatory processes and greater certainty
around how Queensland’s electricity system will grow.

The Board discussed the rapid growth of data centres
as a significant example of the opportunity this new
demand presents for Queensland.

The Board agreed QREC can play a greater role across
both sides of the power system investment equation,
supporting generation, storage and transmission
projects while strengthening relationships with the
major customers driving future electricity demand and
investment, helping to broaden QREC's membership
and strengthen its advocacy as Queensland's
electricity economy evolves.

QREC’s leadership in regional and rural community
facilitation 

The Board also considered the next evolution of QREC’s
regional role.

Councils, regional organisations and industry are
increasingly calling for better coordination of energy
development at a regional level. While proponents
retain responsibility for their individual projects, issues
such as community engagement, workforce, housing,
enduring community investment and cumulative
impacts extend beyond project boundaries.

The Board agreed QREC should build on its role as a
regional facilitator, bringing industry, local government
and regional stakeholders together to identify shared
priorities, improve visibility of cumulative development
and coordinating effort where collective action can
deliver greater regional value.

These priorities reinforce QREC’s role as a trusted
industry voice, bringing together the collective
capability of its membership to address shared
challenges, strengthen Queensland’s investment
environment and ensure energy development delivers
enduring value for the State and its regions.

The next QREC Board meeting is 28 October 2026.
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regional growth, strengthen Queensland’s economy, and deliver clean, reliable and affordable energy.
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